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Your Royal Highness Crown Prince Haakon of the Kingdom of Norway,
Prime Minister Takaichi,

Your Excellencies,

Dr.Yohei Sasakawa,

Distinguished Guests and Participants,

It gives me great pleasure to be here today to attend the opening of the Island States Ocean
Summit together with all of you.

Japan, as an island nation, has from ancient times reaped the rich blessings of the ocean. As
we withess rising sea levels due to global warming and a series of disasters caused by extreme
weather around the world, I am deeply reminded of the importance of maintaining the delicate
balance on Earth through the grand water cycle, where water is brought in from the sea and
returns to the sea.

I myself have for many years been interested in water issues, including safe drinking water,
sanitation, water transport, climate change and water-related natural disasters, which are
deeply intertwined with national and global challenges. I have always hoped that discussions on
these issues would be deepened further around the world.

It is my understanding that the purpose of this summit is to promote, through collaboration
between private organizations, governments, and international organizations, national-level
plans in island nations that aim to achieve both marine environment conservation and
sustainable use of marine resources.

I would like to express my sincere respect to all of you gathered here and to the participating
nations, as you cooperate in sharing your collective wisdom and experience, and, by building
upon the latest science while at the same time preserving traditions, endeavor to address global
issues through international cooperation.

To be mindful of the ocean and to work for its sound future is, in essence, nothing less than to
safeguard our own future. As we face in our times many challenges, including rising sea levels,
it is my earnest hope that a sense of solidarity among us will bring harmony and hope to the

world.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to you all.
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