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A Zainichi Coterie Magazine between Wars: Minshu Chosen

With the end of the Pacific War, newly liberated Koreans began cultural activities which
examined their situation. Among them was Kim Tal-su, one of the founders of the Zainichi
literary tradition, who with several of his cohorts produced the coterie magazine Minshu
Chosen (Democratic Korea). While Koreans educated in Japan had been producing works in
Japanese throughout the colonial period, this magazine, which was centered around fiction
and political essays, was the first independent publication in which Zainichi could write freely.
However, even though they had been freed from colonial rule, Koreans in Japan found that
their activities were seen as dangerous by the American occupation forces (GHQ). In July
1950, within a month of the beginning of the Korean War, Minshu Chéosen was forced to
disband, following the similar dissolution of the Alliance of Koreans in Japan. A people who
had escaped the long colonial period and now faced the future are recorded in Minshu Chosen.
From 1946 to 1950 Koreans living in Japan experienced every emotion between the joy of
liberation and the sorrow of returning to war. By analyzing Minshu Chosen we can grasp a
minority’s perspective on history that normally we cannot see.

Daniele Lauro (University of North Carolina)
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Rituals of the Tokugawa Shogunate and Their Political Significance: The Case of the
Shogunal Pilgrimage to Nikko (Nikko shasan).

The shogunal pilgrimage to the Toshogi Shrine in Nikkd, where the bakufu’s founder
Tokugawa leyasu had been deified after his death, was performed at least seventeen times
between 1617 and 1843, and it is therefore among the most long-lasting Tokugawa ritual
events. In this brief presentation | describe the meaning and functions of this ritual practice
and | argue that the pilgrimage worked as a strategic tool for the shogun and his officials to
create, display, and reinforce their political authority.

Paride Stortini (University of Chicago)
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The Internationalization of Soka Gakkai and the Reasons for Its Success

Soka Gakkai can be placed in the larger modern religious phenomenon of so-called “Japanese
New Religions.” It can be considered an example of the internationalization and social
engagement of modern Buddhism, but at the same time Soka Gakkai stresses its being rooted
in the traditional Buddhist teaching of Nichiren. The movement claims to be able to answer to
the needs of today’s world, and its success is not limited to Japan, but expands worldwide.
This presentation will briefly present the history of Soka Gakkai and its international
development, and will attempt to explain its success through a sociology of religion
interpretation.

Melissa Van Wyk (University of Michigan)
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Peeking behind the Curtain: Imaginations of the Backstage in Nineteenth- and Early
Twentieth-century Kabuki

Influence from Western theater is often cited as the reason for the disappearance of keren, or
“stage tricks,” from the kabuki stage in the Meiji period. In this presentation I will challenge
that interpretation by examining works from the Edo period that depict the backstage and new
publications in the Meiji period such as “Gakuya suzume,” which was serialized in the Asahi
Shimbun. I argue that a shift in the imagination of the backstage among audiences and readers
greatly impacted the reception of stage technology in the Meiji period.

Tim Young (Stanford University)
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Narrating the News: The nishiki-e shinbun and Japan’s Modernity

The newspaper is an indispensable element in any narrative of Japan’s modernity. Reflecting
the greater course of modernization, the development of Japan’s newspaper industry was not
predetermined; it was contingent on its historical context. The nishikie shinbun, mixing
newspaper journalism and ukiyo-e art, reveals the multitude of possibilities that coexisted in
the tumultuous early Meiji era.



