
Yohei Sasakawa is known for bringing an entrepreneruial 
spirit to his philanthropic work, in addressing a diverse range 
of areas including health, education, food security, peace 
building and maritime safety.

In addition to leading the Foundation, he also serves in a number of international and 
governmental roles, including:

≫ Special Envoy of the Government of Japan for National Reconciliation in Myanmar
≫ World Health Organization Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination
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The Nippon Foundation Group
The Nippon Foundation has built a group of foundations that are active around the world, 
supportings fields in which we have a special interest.
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The Nippon Foundation
by the Numbers
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＊ for fiscal 2023. 1 USD = 150 JPY.
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The Nippon Foundation aims for a world where all can participate 
and contribute, creating innovative models, building capacity, 
and generating systemic change for a lasting impact.

Major Initiatives

International E�orts Ocean and Maritime Work Japan-Based Initiatives

We are addressing the global imbalance in maritime 
expertise through scholarships that reach all maritime 
nations.

Portion of the sea floor mapped with our support, to  
improve climate models and improve shipping safety. 
Our goal: 100% by 2030.

Sub-Saharan farmers trained in modern agricultural 
methods, to build famine resistance.

Countries where leprosy is endemic. These have 
plummeted since the 1990s because of an initiative 
that we started.

Recipients of scholarships and fellowships, who we are 
actively knitting into a global community.

Prosthetics built in Southeast Asia to help people with 
disability take an active role in the community.

Books on Japan donated to libraries around the world, 
raising awareness of this country.

Marine life forms yet to be discovered; 
we are surveying the oceans to identify all of them.

Mini-buses and wheelchair-capable vehicles donated 
nationwide to provide mobility for socially 
disadvantaged groups.

Annual visitors to our marine centers, where children 
take part in marine sports and learn about the sea.

Funding to build a Center for Infectious Disease 
Education and Research, part of our effort to prevent 
another pandemic.
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Motorboat Racing revenue 
used for grants
We received 3.1% of the racing intake
to use for grants.

Revenue from donations
Japan's donation culture is still 
developing, but we are working
 to change that.
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